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Of course, the centerpiece of this ef-

fort to eliminate the marriage tax pen-
alty and to help family farmers and
small businesspeople was the effort to
eliminate the marriage tax penalty. I
have often raised the question here in
the well of this House, is it right, is it
fair, that under our Tax Code, that av-
erage married working couples with
two incomes pay higher taxes than an
identical working couple with an iden-
tical income who lives together outside
of marriage? That is just wrong that
under our Tax Code that married cou-
ples pay more in taxes than couples
who live together outside of marriage.
That is wrong, and that is unfair.

I am proud that the centerpiece of
the tax cut provision of the 90–10 plan
eliminates the marriage tax penalty. In
fact, as I point out here in this work-
sheet, for 28 million married working
couples, they will see an extra $240 in
higher take-home pay as a result of our
effort to save Social Security and
eliminate the marriage tax penalty.

Back home in Joliet, $240 is a car
payment; it is a month or two child
care at a local day care center, for par-
ents who are working and struggling to
make ends meet.

It is kind of interesting, though. The
President just the other day, he talks
about the Republican efforts to elimi-
nate the marriage tax penalty, and he
says, a tax cut, that is squandering the
surplus. He wants to spend it, and he
says he wants to save Social Security
and spend the surplus tax revenue. Of
course, Republicans want to save So-
cial Security and eliminate the mar-
riage tax penalty and help family farm-
ers and small businesspeople and those
who want to send their kids off to col-
lege.

I just thought I would make a little
chart here, because I thought I would
figure out what is the difference here?
With politicians, one always has to
kind of not necessarily listen to what
they say, one needs to watch what they
do. The President says we are squan-
dering the surplus if we are going to
use it to eliminate the marriage tax
penalty.

What is interesting is in the 90–10
plan, our effort to save Social Security,
eliminate the marriage tax penalty and
help family farmers and small
businesspeople, our net tax cut next
year will be $7 billion.

The President says that is $7 billion
that is squandered, but he turns right
around and says we need to spend $14
billion of that surplus on the State De-
partment and military spending and
computers for government bureaucrats,
but that is okay.

We cannot have it both ways. Repub-
licans want to save Social Security. We
want to eliminate the marriage tax
penalty. My hope is the Senate will
join us and the President will join us in
a bipartisan effort to save Social Secu-
rity, eliminate the marriage tax pen-
alty, to help family farmers and small
businesspeople, truly help those who
want to send their kids off to college.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There
being no further requests for morning
hour debates, pursuant to clause 12,
rule I, the House will stand in recess
until 10 a.m.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.) the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. UPTON) at 10 a.m.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

As the ancient scriptures proclaim:
‘‘For everything there is a season, and
a time for every matter under heaven.’’
We know, O God, that we have our
moods and our moments, our highs and
lows. We have weariness and exal-
tation. We pray this day, O loving God,
that at any time of great testing we
will see more clearly the responsibil-
ities of doing justice, loving mercy and
walking humbly with You. May our vi-
sion of Your good creation inspire us,
whatever our task, to serve the people
of the Nation with honor, with right-
eousness, with nobility, with respect,
so that in all things, we will be Your
people and do those good things that
honor You and serve the common good.
In Your name we pray. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BAR-
RETT) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

PRIVATE CALENDAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is
Private Calendar day. The Clerk will
call the first individual bill on the Pri-
vate Calendar.

f

BELINDA MCGREGOR

The Clerk called the Senate bill (S.
1304) for the relief of Belinda McGregor.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the

Senate bill be passed over without prej-
udice.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
f

MAI HOA ‘‘JASMIN’’ SALEHI

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 1794)
for the relief of Mai Hoa ‘‘Jasmin’’
Salehi.

There being no objection, the Clerk
read the bill as follows:

H.R. 1794
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS FOR

MAI HOA ‘‘JASMIN’’ SALEHI.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-

sections (a) and (b) of section 201 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, Mai Hoa
‘‘Jasmin’’ Salehi shall be eligible for
issuance of an immigrant visa or for adjust-
ment of status to that of an alien lawfully
admitted for permanent residence upon fil-
ing an application for issuance of an immi-
grant visa under section 204 of such Act or
for adjustment of status to lawful permanent
resident.

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—If Mai Hoa
‘‘Jasmin’’ Salehi enters the United States
before the filing deadline specified in sub-
section (c), she shall be considered to have
entered and remained lawfully and shall, if
otherwise eligible, be eligible for adjustment
of status under section 245 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act as of the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(c) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION AND PAY-
MENT OF FEES.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall
apply only if the application for issuance of
an immigrant visa or the application for ad-
justment of status is filed with appropriate
fees within 2 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(d) REDUCTION OF IMMIGRANT VISA NUM-
BER.—Upon the granting of an immigrant
visa or permanent residence to Mai Hoa
‘‘Jasmin’’ Salehi, the Secretary of State
shall instruct the proper officer to reduce by
1, during the current or next following fiscal
year, the total number of immigrant visas
that are made available to natives of the
country of the alien’s birth under section
203(a) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act or, if applicable, the total number of im-
migrant visas that are made available to na-
tives of the country of the alien’s birth
under section 202(e) of such Act.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

f

MERCEDES DEL CARMEN QUIROZ
MARTINEZ CRUZ

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 1834)
for the relief of Mercedes Del Carmen
Quiroz Martinez Cruz.

There being no objection, the Clerk
read the bill as follows:

H.R. 1834
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. IMMEDIATE RELATIVE STATUS FOR

MERCEDES DEL CARMEN QUIROZ
MARTINEZ CRUZ.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Mercedes Del Carmen
Quiroz Martinez Cruz shall be classified as an
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immediate relative within the meaning of
section 201(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act for purposes of approval of a
relative visa petition filed under section 204
of such Act by Mercedes Del Carmen Quiroz
Martinez Cruz and the filing of an applica-
tion for an immigrant visa or for adjustment
of status.

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—If Mercedes
Del Carmen Quiroz Martinez Cruz enters the
United States before the filing deadline spec-
ified in subsection (c), she shall be consid-
ered to have entered and remained lawfully
and shall, if otherwise eligible, be eligible for
adjustment of status under section 245 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act as of the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION AND PAY-
MENT OF FEES.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall
apply only if the petition and the application
for issuance of an immigrant visa or the ap-
plication for adjustment of status are filed
by Mercedes Del Carmen Quiroz Martinez
Cruz with appropriate fees within 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(d) REDUCTION OF IMMIGRANT VISA NUM-
BER.—Upon the granting of an immigrant
visa or permanent residence to Mercedes Del
Carmen Quiroz Martinez Cruz, the Secretary
of State shall instruct the proper officer to
reduce by 1, for the following fiscal year, the
total number of immigrant visas available
under section 201(c)(1)(A) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This
concludes the call of the Private Cal-
endar.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 15 one-minutes on
both sides.

f

DO DEMOCRATS HAVE AGENDA?

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, over the
weekend I had the great pleasure of
spending time with some of my con-
stituents to let them know about our
future agenda in the Republican Party.
We discussed future surpluses in our
Federal budget, we discussed the re-
cently passed tax cuts targeting work-
ing, middle-class income American
families. We discussed the benefits of
the recently passed Patient Protection
Act that makes health care more ac-
cessible, accountable and affordable.

But then I got back to Washington
and read in yesterday’s Roll Call news-
paper that Democrats do not even have
an agenda. As a matter of fact, the ar-
gument cited a Democratic source who
said that their party, quote, ‘‘needs
something to campaign on, and if the
President doesn’t use his veto pen, we
(the Democrats) are in trouble.’’

Actually maybe I am reading this
wrong. Perhaps the Democrats do have
an agenda, an agenda to shut down the
government. While this Republican-led

Congress has delivered on its promises
to balance the budget, provide mean-
ingful tax cuts and to save Social Secu-
rity, my liberal colleagues have no bet-
ter agenda than to shut the govern-
ment down.

f

PRESIDENT’S BEHAVIOR DOES NOT
CONSTITUTE IMPEACHABLE OF-
FENSE

(Mr. CLEMENT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I do not
claim to be a great constitutional
scholar, but I have read the Constitu-
tion and considered carefully what
scholars have written about the docu-
ment, about what its framers had in
mind, about our common law tradition
and about the history of impeachment
of government officials.

A careful reading of constitutional
history leads one to conclude the infor-
mation we have before the Congress
concerning the behavior of the Presi-
dent does not constitute a constitu-
tionally impeachable offense. Were cer-
tain of the President’s actions shock-
ing? Yes, clearly. Distasteful? Yes,
clearly. Shameful? Yes. Morally rep-
rehensible? Yes. Deserving of punish-
ment and censure? Clearly, yes.

But do the President’s actions meet
the test for impeachment envisioned by
the Founding Fathers? Just as clearly
the answer must be a resounding no.
Punish the President, not impeach;
punish the President, not the American
people.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will be reminded that he is not
to make personal references to the
President.

f

THE ABORTION/BREAST CANCER
LINK

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, this month
is National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. I am concerned that the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, our Federal
agency charged with leading the war
on cancer, refuses to tell American
women the truth about one of the most
avoidable risk factors for breast can-
cer; that is, abortion.

Eleven out of twelve studies, most
done by or funded by the National Can-
cer Institute, show higher breast can-
cer incidence among American women
who have had an abortion. Meanwhile,
the NCI claims on its website there is
no convincing evidence of the abortion/
breast cancer link.

An exhaustive review of the evidence
published 2 years ago by Penn State

College of Medicine estimated that al-
most 5,000 American women get breast
cancer every year because they chose
to have an abortion; 5,000.

Mr. Speaker, covering up the truth
about possible cancer risk is a serious
matter and must be addressed. I urge
the House to hold hearings on this
matter of importance to all women.

f

GOOD THINGS ARE HAPPENING IN
WASHINGTON

(Mrs. LINDA SMITH of Washington
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. LINDA SMITH of Washington.
Mr. Speaker, I want to stand today and
talk about something good. In the
midst of all the scandals that are going
on, there are good things happening.
Around the Nation people need to know
about that, as we need to remind our-
selves in this body.

The good thing is we are returning
power to the American people. We just
passed a bill that returned money to
the classrooms. Instead of billions of
dollars in bureaucracies, it just says it
is time to go back and give the money
to the teachers and the families.

Today we are going to pass a bill that
returns billions of dollars to the com-
munities to start housing for those
that need housing, to have housing for
the elderly and those beginning young
families that are trying to build their
own homes.

Yes, there are good things happening
here in Washington, D.C., and it is not
all scandal. We need to call the Senate
and ask them individually to pass Dol-
lars to the Classroom. Get the dollars
out of the bureaucracy and back in the
classroom. Get the dollars out of the
bureaucracy and back into housing for
our citizens. Good things are happen-
ing.

f

CUBA
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
for 15 months Cuban dissidents
Vladimiro Roca, Martha Beatriz
Roque, Felix Bonne and Rene Gomez
Manzano have been imprisoned by the
Castro dictatorship for publishing a
document critical of Cuba’s Com-
munist totalitarian system. Last week
they were charged with a trumped-up
crime of sedition, causing the outrage
of international human rights organi-
zations.

This oppression of the voices for free-
dom in Cuba is routine practice by the
Castro dictatorship. Any individual
who attempts to exercise his or her
right to free speech to help create a
democratic opening on the island is
harassed, arrested and ultimately im-
prisoned.

This is more evidence that Castro
will not change his totalitarian poli-
tics. Yet the Clinton administration in-
sists on appeasing the Castro dictator-
ship by failing to implement the
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